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detail of the administration. The greater part
of the opposition was intangible, but was not,
on that account, the less mischievous. The work
of reform was obstructed in a thousand petty
ways. For, in fact, almost all the officials in the
country, from the highest to the lowest, formed
part of the anti-English league. Not that they
were all, or nearly all, Anglophobes. Far from
it. The reason for their conduct must be sought
in the fact that their prospects of advancement
depended on whether they stood well with the
Khedive and with Riaz Pasha. Both of these
high authorities allowed it to be understood that
none but pronounced Anglophobes would find
favour in their sight. The Khedive displayed
the utmost hostility to all who showed cordiality
to British officials or a desire to assist them in
their work. Sheikhs and Omdehs, who came to
pay their respects at the Palace, were singled out
by the Khedive and publicly abused as " friends
of the English.9* One influential landowner in
Upper Egypt was forbidden ever to set his foot
in the Palace again, and told that, as he had
thrown in his lot with the English, he had better
associate only with them. His sole offence was
that he had been on good terms with some
British police officers.

It was dear that this state of things could not

last-. I had, however, no wish to prstipjtete a
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